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Decisions set out in the book have been made under delegated powers 
by the Chief Executive, Corporate Directors or the Chief Finance Officer 
and Monitoring Officer, in consultation either with the relevant 
committee or Lead Councillor. 

This issue of the decision book will be in public circulation up until 
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request in writing to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services that a 
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appropriate) for formal resolution. 

The decision book is open to public inspection at the Civic Offices 
between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm, Mondays to Fridays and can be accessed 
on the Council’s website – www.reading.gov.uk/decisionbooks. 

The officer reports accompanying the decisions are attached. 
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1. HERITAGE CHAMPION 

 

COUNCILLOR 
BROCK 

BOROUGHWIDE 1 

This report sets out the decision to identify Councillor Rowland as the Council’s 
Heritage Champion. 

It is the decision of the Director Economic Growth and Neighbourhood, in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council, to identify Councillor Rowland as the 
Council’s Heritage Champion. 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report sets out the decision to identify Councillor Rowland as the 

Council’s Heritage Champion. 
 
1.2 English Heritage supports a network of Heritage Champions across the country. 

The Champions are mainly Councillors in local authorities, with whom English 
Heritage works to promote using the historic environment as an asset to help 
achieve the local authority’s strategic goals and to bring a better quality of 
life to their community.  

 
2. DECISION 
 
2.1 It is the decision of the Director Economic Growth and Neighbourhood, in 

consultation with the Leader of the Council, to identify Councillor Rowland 
as the Council’s Heritage Champion. 

 
 
3. POLICY CONTEXT 
 
3.1 The Council has had a Heritage Champion in the past but has not formally 

appointed to the title since the last post holder.  Both the recent successful 
Historic England High Street Heritage Action Zone submission and the receipt 
of the Historic Places Panel Report has highlighted the need to reappoint to 
this role. As per Historic England guidance, the title-holder of Heritage 
Champion has traditionally been given to a Councillor that has demonstrated 
interest and knowledge in the area of the historic environment. 
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4. THE PROPOSAL 
 
4.1 English Heritage advises that Heritage Champions can: 
 

• Help to manage the historic environment of their area  
• Promote heritage within their area, generating enthusiasm for and 

awareness of the importance of the local historic environment  
• Help ensure that commitment to the proper care of the historic 

environment is embedded in all relevant activities and plans of the local 
authority;  

• Provide support to local historic environment services (both archaeological 
and historic buildings conservation officers). Influence and communicate 
with others to ensure benefits for the historic environment  

 
4.3 Cllr Rowland is currently the Lead Member for Culture, Heritage and 

Recreation, and she has a demonstrable interest in the historic environment 
with a Masters degree in Historic Conservation and part-time work as a 
heritage consultant. She was instrumental in the creation of Reading’s 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee and motivating the Council’s bid for 
the Historic England’s High Streets Heritage Action Zone grant. Her work as 
chief author of the reappraisal of the Russell Street/Castle Hill Conservation 
Area led to the area being listed on Historic England’s At Risk register in 2018 
and highlighted the importance of protecting Reading’s conservation areas.  It 
is therefore appropriate to appoint Cllr Rowland to the post of Heritage 
Champion. 

 
4.4 Once appointed the Council will notify Historic England and publish the 

appointment on the website. 
 
5. CONTRIBUTION TO STRATEGIC AIMS 
 
5.1 The work of the Heritage Champion links directly into the Corporate Plan 

priorities: Securing the economic success of Reading and Promoting health, 
education, culture & wellbeing. 

 
6. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND INFORMATION 
 
6.1 Nil 
 
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 None  
 
8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1 None  
 
9.0 ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
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9.1 The preservation, reuse and retention of heritage assets not only supports 

environmental factors but also economic, social and cultural aspects. The 
effective stewardship of heritage assets has demonstrated the significance it 
plays in sustaining and supporting local communities and identity, economic 
growth, regeneration and tourism.  

 
10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
9.1 Heritage Champions – page from English Heritage website  
 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/local-heritage/heritage-champions/
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